
128 Theobalds Road 
London WC1X 8TN 
 

Tel:  020 7611 2500 
Fax:  020 7611 2555 
 
 

CENTRAL OFFICE 
 

 

 

 
Derek Simpson and Tony Woodley 
Joint General Secretaries                             

www.unitetheunion.org.uk  

www.tgwu.org.uk 
                                                           
 

Ref: JEJD/kxw       
 
======= 
======= 
 
Dear ------ 
 

REFERENCE FOR NIAZ ALAM 

 
Thank you for your letter of the 12th October 2009. 
 
I have no hesitation in recommending to you in the strongest possible terms Niaz Alam 
for employment in “””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””” 
 
Niaz worked for the Union as a Consultant on the development of what we have termed 
Capital Strategies.  Learning lessons from experience elsewhere, we have come to 
recognise that the use of investor and pension fund leverage to promote corporate 
responsibility and high ethical standards can be extremely valuable.  
 
Specially, Niaz was absolutely central in our strategy leading up to the Tesco AGM in 
July when a Motion proposed by Unite and the West Yorkshire Local Government 
Pension Fund saw one in five of Tesco Shareholders and Investors refuse to back the 
Board.  The Motion was focused on the importance of Tesco introducing mechanisms 
by way of corporate responsibility to ensure that Britain’s biggest retailer used its 
leverage in a progressive way to end unfair and unequal treatment in its supply chain 
here in Britain and in the United States of America. 
 
Always reliable and with the best sickness absence record in my 80-strong team, I have 
to say that I have seldom worked with someone as professional in his approach.  A 
strategic thinker, he was very impressive at then delivering on action plans to meet our 
strategic objectives.  In that process, he displayed impressive interpersonal skills.  For 
example, I saw at firsthand the high standing that he has built up in the investor 
community and the world of corporate social responsibility. 
 
In circumstances where the public discourse is now increasingly focused on the 
importance of shareholder responsibility or shareholder activism, he is in my experience 
the best of his generation and very much a trailblazer.  A good manager and a good 
team player, he would be an invaluable asset for ==================== 
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Finally, forgive me if I wax lyrical but I was hugely impressed by Niaz.  I would stress 
once again, that I have no hesitation in recommending him to you. 
 
Best Wishes 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Jack Dromey 
Deputy General Secretary 
 
 


